OUR AMBASSADOR KING

tour his interest in the several departments grew until
it was found that five hours had passed and the schedule
of the visit had been completely upset. On the other
hand, the present writer has known him to cut short a
function which, in his judgment, was serving no particular
purpose.

The same conscientiousness is applied to the Prince's
speech-making.    He  is  by  no  means  a   born public
speaker in the sense that at any time he would rather be
talking than listening.    There have probably been many
occasions when he would have preferred to be doing
neither.    But if he has consented to deliver a speech,
let us say, in a provincial town, he takes great pains to
make it allusive, constructive and to the point.    His
practice is to obtain recent issues of the local journals, to
search them for trends of opinion and policy, to study
the history of the town and its environments, and even to
memorise passages relating perhaps to its past industries
or to the nature of the inhabitants.    If the visit is one of
major importance, a draft of his speech is prepared, and
is based on what he has studied and on the points he
intends to make.    When the time comes to deliver it, he
adheres to the general form of the discourse, while
allowing himself enough elbow-room for hints and com-
ments arising out of the immediate circumstances.    In so
crowded a life as his it is not possible for him always to
speak  without  manuscript.    Moreover,   in  a  routine
matter, such as a reply to an address of welcome, the
speech is frequently prepared by a secretary.    It is a
mistake to  think, of the Prince as  an inexhaustible
fountain of " sayings of the week."    Of necessity, he
must very often be a mouthpiece for impersonal and
frigid politeness.    To be set against these instances are
others which have proved his ability as an impromptu
speaker.    For the most part these have occurred during
recent years and have witnessed the successful result of a
very real struggle with shyness.   In this, his accomplish-
ment and that of his brother, the Duke of Kent, are
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